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JAIN RELIGION CENTER OF WISCONSIN
Dear JRCW Members:

It has been more than 10 years since the Prathishapna for our treasured Jain temple. Once upon a time, building a Jain temple in a small community in Wisconsin seemed a pipe dream, but now it has become an integral part of our life. 
Moreover, the unity among all Jain sects and our strong partnership with the Hindu temple has become a topic of conversation among all Jain communities, especially during the JAINA convention. We all should be proud of our Jain heritage and what we are passing on to our children. Many generations to come will appreciate the legacy we will leave for them. 

When we built the temple, some compromises had to be made to accommodate our budget, and some critical elements were deferred. It is now time to finish what we started. Among the items needing to be addressed now are:

· Procuring and hanging pictures of the 24 Tirthankars on the inside walls of the ceiling; 
· Building the Shikhar, dome at the entrance and making related modifications;
· Taking an opportunity to include two Patts made of Marble: one Palitana Maha Tirth and another Samed Shikharji Tirth, custom-made for the east walls inside the temple; and

· Some general upkeep, minor repairs, painting, locked bookshelves, etc. 

We are fortunate to be able to receive significant discounts for these modifications – if we order them concurrent with the Columbus Jain temple. The volume discount we would receive for using the same mold will cut our cost for the dome and Shikhar by more than 40 percent. We have about $45,000 collected for this project, but we will need an additional $50,000 to complete the original design.

For this reason, we would like to combine this year’s Diwali function with a fundraiser to achieve this goal. If we are successful in raising $50,000 this November, we will be able to meet our target date of June, 2012, to complete the temple. We look forward to your support, and more information will be coming soon. Please feel free to contact Kamal Shah at 262-242-4827 or kamalshah@knkins.com with any questions.
Sincerely, 

The Jain Religion Center of Wisconsin Board of Directors
